. Tree of the QuarterColorado Blue SprucéPicea pungens) a species of
In This Issue spruce native to the American West, from Wyoming to New Mexico. It hap
Page 1 been widely planted outside of i{s r
Ladi eso Aldandford.Gheblugr een col or of the Colorphdo
Tree o;;hz(zguarter highly desired, causing it to be planted in windbreaks, yards and cities thfough-
2025 H?ghlights out the country. The spruce can grow as tall as 160 feet, but will typically|top out
Page 3 at less than 100 feet. Like most other conifers, the Colorado Blue Spruce]lacks a
Red River Basin Projedt|taproot and has a shallow, dense root system. Though, like all conifers, if prefers
Page 4 : abundant moisture, it is more drought tolerant than other spruce species/|It can
Legacy of the Soil .
Page 6 also withstand temperatures bet@. In our area of the country, Needle Cgst
Sponsors Disease causes damage and eventual death to the Colorado Blue Sprucg, espe-
cially when they are planted too closeg
. together and proper air flow is lacking.
The Tree Store Is| Spacing the trees further apart can
Open! reduce disease problems. Colorado Hlue
Spruce can be purchased from the
Order today on online tree store as well as included in
machine planting for windbreaks.
cassscd.org!
District Staff Ladi esé Ag 2026
Jefirey MillefifDirector Plan on attending our annMamH | Lad
Q?Cyé:;%e(;fgﬁ Zrl:/(lja\r/]vz(ig: Resources M 1r9th,2026 at The Pines in Davenport. Doors open at 4:30 pm. Qur

Tony PeterseArograms Manager

NRCS Staff

Josh Monseistrict Conservationist
Matt ShappeHSoil Conservationist
Matt Waclawili Wetlands Specialist
Blake JohnsérAgriculture Engineer
Paul Flahav&Designated Conservatior
Rick Voldseth Designated Conservatio

District Supervisors

Terry Hoffmani Wheatland
Brad Kellermafm West Fargo
Tyler ZimmerménLeonard
Jan RusséllDavenport
Warren SolbergHorace

guest speaker will bdatthew Larsonvith Farm in the DellMatthew
will talk about their unique organization and how they are commjitted
to turning disabilities into abil-
itiesthrough agriculture.
Attendees enjoy a social hour
and supper, entertainment,
ignd raffle items. This event is
nFREETto ladies who are
invested in rural and urban
conservatiorParticipants may
register for this event by call-
ing the District at (701) 282
2157 x 3 or emailing Amy at
amy.cole@nd.nacdnet.net.
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The District worked closely with our partners NRCS and FSA in setting up EQIP and CSP contracts that in
either tree plantings or grass plantings. In additioGags County Windbreak Planting Initiative (CWPI)
continues to be very popular. We would like to thank all the cooperators in the county for giving the District
opportunity to apply conservation to their land. The District assisted these cooperators in plah80¢g00a Fof
trees and installed ov&B0,000 LFof weed barrier. Aimo§tl,000 trees and shrubere planted in Cass County if
2025.

Both notill drills saw use and we planted &;800 acresf perennial grasses and forbs, cover crops and alfalfg
Cass County in 2024.

The Maple River Watershed Projastopen for sigap and we are continuously acceptingstuate applications fo
management practices in the Maple River Watershed. Practices include livestock management, cover crog
tree establishment, septic system renovations, and more.

The Red River Basin Wildlife and Water Quality Enhancement Prograrinued in 2025. The program will
continue for 2026.

The Urban Conservatioprogram continues to expand. We took on many great projects throughout our com
and held several community educational workshops. The Pocket Prairie Initiative, Community Garden Gra
Pollinator plantings continue to be popular. We are continuously accepting applications for projects, so con
today!

The Di st rLiacdtibess SavadnpgeldmtiTigePines near Davenport. Jen Skoog of Family Roots Farr
the speaker and gave a heart warming speech.

The Living Ag Classroomrogram was held at the Red River Valley Fairgrounds and over 2,000 area 3rd an
graders attended.

Our new shop was completed south of Mapleton. New trees have been planted and prairie restoration has
started

The O0Ani mal AdaptationsoO present at i o n-schloolthtougimhigh s
school.

The Districtds Eric Dahl and Jeffrey Miller wro
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Red River Basin Wildlife and Water Quality Enhancement Pilot Prograr

Continuing for 2026, seven Soil Conservation Districts (SCDs) in the Re
River Basin are coordinating with the ND Game and Fish Department al
ND Department of Environmental Quality on the Red River Basin Wildlifg
and Water Quality Enhancement Pilot Program (Program). Counties inc

program will be active from 262026.

The primary objectives of the Program are to increase wildlife habitat and improve wa
quality in the Red River Valley. Marginally productivdamdp (e.g., saline areas, flood
prone sites, etc.) in the uplands and along riparian corridors are the primary focuses @
program. Eligible practices include: Conservation Cover, Critical Area Planting, Filter
Grassed Waterway, Pollinator Habitat, Range Planting, Forage and Biomass Planting
Riparian Forest Buffer and Riparian Herbaceous Bulffer.

Sixty percent (60%) of eligible practice costs will be supported with Outdoor Heritage
and the balance of costs (i.e., 40%) will be the responsibility of the producer. In additiq
practice costhare, producers are also eligible to receive annual payments for themaani
and maintenance of select practices, including Conservation Cover, Pollinator Habitat
an Forest Buffer and Riparian Herbaceous Cover. These payments will be issued thrg
management agmeents established between the participating producer and SCD.

Management agreements can be up to 10 years in length and the payments will be ba
local county rental rates. Payments to the producers are-adomgayment and cannot ex-

ceed 60% of the county rental rate.
oRrTH Pax Bigs

NORTH . , Ifyou are interested or would like to g
O O-l-O ’ nvironmenta ) ) Q
Quality more information, contact us today! HERITAGE
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Upcoming Events
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Legacy of the Soil

Agriculture is a unique industry in that it is very hard, if not impossible, for a newcomer to break into.

Purchasing land, equipment and other resources, essential to a productive farm, is an insurmountablé¢ feat ti

most candt accompl i sh. Il nstead, nearly all f a
homesteading.

Though homesteading seems to be way back in t

rms

he

only became a state in 1889. 136 years is not long in the grand scheme of things, and there is no doybt ther

oak trees in the state that far exceed that age.

The Red River Valley was once a vast area of tallgrass prairie with thick, black topsoil, was plowed a
fields of row crops. The soil had first been deposited by glacial Lake Agassiz. The massive lakebed,

d turn
nce it

drained via the southern outlet by the glacial River Warren, became tallgrass prairie. Fires, ungulate grazing

flooding contributed to a rich diversity of grasses and forbs. Decaying vegetation created a rich soil,
grass prairie had some of the best soil on the planet.

Today stands as a stark difference to thoskgnestead days. Cities and towns, with imperviable surfac
the landscape. There is less than 1% of the original tallgrass prairie left, and water on the landscape
quickly to rivers and creeks, creating nearly yearly flooding problems.

A few years ago, Dr. David Hopkins and grad student Meyer Bohn did a study on the Barnes class of
were able to identify many locations in western Cass County and eastern Barnes County that had soi
removed in the | ate 195006s. When new soil cor
average of half of the topsoil had been lost.

There is also a human component to the soil. Landowners went through plenty of privation and strugg
especially during the 19306s and the 19800s,
the farmland embodied the American Dream. No doubt many farm families ate jack rabbit and garder
as a way to hold on to the land.

As a combination of poor farming practices and hot and dry conditions, the Dust Bow! occurred during
19306s. To combat wi nd etilorsiiniomumtill fatmingypradtices amkatss
planted shelterbelts as way to diminish erosion.

Today, whether the landowner is the farmer,
lives near the land, or in a city we must
remember that legacy of the land. Though nc=

land when it was a prairie, and then when it
was held onto by the skin of their teeth.
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The best way to embrace the legacy of the soil, and to make sure that it remains proddctive i
the future, is to develop a mydtonged approach to the land. Where the soil is suitable tg
farm, plant a diverse range of crops, from corn, soybeans, alfalfa, cover crops, oats, wieat a
whatever else can be placed into the rotation. Diversity of rotation is not only good for the soi
but is good for the bank statements.

In areas with poor conditions where crops struggle, plant a perennial mix of native gragses al
forbs. The plants will thrive, provide habitat for wildlife and heal the soil.

Tree plantings will outlive most of wus a
landscape. Plant diverse species in multiple rows, keeping in mind farm equipment siz¢
limitations.

Absentee landowners can sit down with their renter and come up with a plan to meet bpth the
needs of the landowner and the farmer. Beyond just the financial benefits, the landowner car
discuss farming practices, conservation goals and techniques to minimize soil erosion.

As we move into the future and the cost of living continues to increase, our soil resourdes wil
more important than ever. Treating soil with the respect that the resource deserves is the bes
way to ensure a vibrant farm economy, a healthy food supply and a continuation of the|legac
the soil.

Originally appeared in the Cass County Reporter newspaper

Quote of the Quarter .
I O &
oThe simplicity of winter has a deep moral. nNhe

ty, to habits so simple and austere, is not lost either upon the head or the heart. It is the philosopher goming
back from the banquet and the wine to a cup gf wu

John Burroughs




Cass County Soil Conservation District
1665 43rd St S, Suite103
Fargo ND 581033319

Stewardship for Today & Tomorrow

All programs and services of the Cass County Soil Conservation District are offered -aliserin@natory basis, without redao race, color]
national origin, religion, sex, age or handicafhe U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activitie
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientatioral @r fizamily status. (Not all prg
hibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication offprogtion ifBraille
large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (228DFZ0oice and TDD). USDA is an equal oppoytpnitvider and
employer.

| This Newsletter Has Been Sponsored By

Tasting room open
May through October

3766 156th Ave SE
Mapleton, ND 58059
701-936-9693

winery

PROMISE.

701-282-7476
3104 164th Ave SE » Harwood, ND 58042
PetersonFarmsSeed.com

\ EMBDEN

GRAIN COMPANY

QUALITY - SERVICE - INTEGRITY

701-633-5438
embdengrain@ictc.com

WWW.EMBDENGRAIN.COM




