Tree of the Quarter: Common Chokecherry
(Prunus virginiana L.) is a member of the
rose family. Native to North Dakota, the
common chokecherry is a deciduous large
shrub that forms dense thickets on the
prairie. Rarely reaching heights over 20 feet,
this shrub has a myriad of slender stems.
The leaves are a glossy dark green, simple
and alternate with closely spaced sharp teeth.
In the fall, they turn from green to yellow. In
the Spring, the common chokecherry forms aromatic flowers m cylindrical
racemes, grown on the current year’s leafy growth. The fruit is astringent, with a
large, toxic pit in the middle. The fruit 1s so prized for jellies and wine, among
others, that 1t was first cultivated as an orchard crop in the US in 1724. Hardy,
beautiful and delicious, the common chokecherry 1s an excellent choice for a
windbreak or wildlife planting.

Inside this issue:

Tree Planting Season is Here!

Spring is here! With the
tree orders from the
nurseries arriving soon we
will be busy putting
conservation on the
ground! Prior to machine
planting, there are a few
things that should be done.

Cultivating the site 1s im-

perative to a successful planting, as an adequate seedbed allows for good soil-to-
root contact. Clumpy, cloddy soil makes it difficult for the trees to flourish.
Prep work on the front end of the planting goes a long way n ensuring a long
lasting, beautiful planting. You can find our new publication, 7Tree Planting
Owner’s Guide, on the website. The guide explains, from soup to nuts, the keys
to a successful tree planting. The District would like to thank Daniel Iwen for
returning for his 16th planting season and Mike Bush for his 2nd. Their hard

work contributes to our success every year.
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Weed Board News A
: : N
The Cass County Weed Control would like to remind producers of the <>
Landowner Assistance Program for 2021. Owners or operators of non-crop, Z ¢/
non-CRP acres can apply for assistance for partial reimbursement of chemical " 4

and application costs. 80% of the cost of the herbicide and $3.50 per acre of

application will be reimbursed, with a maximum single operator payment of $1,500. Also re-
member to be diligent in scouting fields for the appearance of Palmer Amaranth. Contact
Weed Control or NDSU Extension if you believe you have found the noxious weed.

Anan K

Quote of the Quarter

“ Watch the trees all 7’0(}

dressed up mn the Spring,

.VV?.IIG ooy a6 diy s Curt Knutson, District Supervisor from
mn line,

Page, has retired from the Board effective
February 2021. A Supervisor since 2013,
Curt brought his unique voice to the
Board. He 1s commutted to no-till farm
practices and believes strongly in being a
steward of the land. We would like to
thank Curt for his years of service and
wish him the very best in the future.

Placing their best foot for-
ward, showing off their
leaves and fighting for at-
tention,

One tree at a time”

Charmaine J. Forde

Upcoming Events
March 16th-Board Meeting-Fargo Field Office
April 20th-Board Meeting-Fargo Field Office
May 18th-Board Meeting-Fargo Field Office
May 15th and June 16th-Make a Rain Barrel Workshop-Various Locations
May 18th and June 8th-Make a Compost Tumbler Workshop-Various Locations
May 31st-Memorial Day-Office Closed
June 15th-Board Meeting-Fargo Field Office
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‘Welcome our newest Board Members!

Jodi Meisch, is a life- Kelli Bowen lives
long resident of Cass in Casselton. She
County, residing in works for Peterson
Mapleton. Jodi works by || Farm Seed as well
day as the Office Manag- |4 Writing a lively
er for Dakota Audubon, blog that can be

with a deep and abiding fﬁg}% Ozl)th;
11 ¥rour

1able blog. Kell
has an active

Imnterest 1 conservation, land steward-
ship, and the environment around us.

mterest 1n land conser-

vation and stewardship of natural re-
sources. Jodi1 mstalled a Pocket Prairie at
her home last year, and will be adding to
1t this year!

Red River Basin Wildlife and Water Quality Enhancement

Pilot Program

The Cass County SCD has partnered with the North Dakota Game and Fish Department
and the North Dakota Department of Environmental Quality to bring a new program for
establishing perennial grasslands in the Red River Valley. The program, funded through
a grant from the Outdoor Heritage Fund, is intended to increase wildlife habitat and re-
duce potential nonpoint sources of pollutants impairing water quality in the Red River
Basin. Marginal cropland acres or land that is often affected by excess moisture are a
prime target for the program. Participating producers will receive land rental payments
on acres converted to perennial grass under a 5-year producer management agreement.
Participants will also receive cost-share for grass seed associated practice implementa-
tion. For more information on the project please contact the office for more information.
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Cass County Soil
Conservation District
1665 43rd St S, Suite103
Fargo ND 58103-3319

Phone:701-282-2157 x 3
Website: cassscd.org
Facebook.com/
casscountysoilconservation

All programs and services of the Cass County Soil Conservation District are offered on a
non-discriminatory basis, without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age or
handicap. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its
programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age,
disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited

bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for

Stewardship for Today &
Tomorrow

provider and employer.

Theis Newsletter #as Beenw Sporisored By

communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact
USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity

Tasting room open

May through October

3766 156th Ave SE
Mapleton, ND 58059
701-936-9693
4ewinery.com

Winery

Prairie Brand

Brooks Whitmore
Prairie Brand Dealer

13498 12th St SE
Hope, ND 58046

¢: 701-730-0301
COUNTY LINE

\J Prairie Brand

SEED LILC.

COLGATE. ND

countylineseedllc@gmail.com

Chris (Chrispy)
Prochnow
Sales

%AGASSIZ
SEED & SUPPLY

445 Tth Street NW = West Fargo, ND 58078
Office 701-282-8118 » Fax 701-282-9119
chrisp@agassizseed.com » Cell 701-388-6323

www.agassizseed.com

GROW your
PROMISE.

701-282-7476
3104 164th Ave SE » Harwood, ND 58042
PetersonFarmsSeed.com

‘ EMBDEN

GRAIN COMPANY

QUALITY - SERVICE - INTEGRITY

Petersom

Farms Seed

701-633-5438
embdengrain@ictc.com

WWW.EMBDENGRAIN.COM

EST 2017

MILLER'S
COTTONWOOD BEND
FARM

SUSTAINABLE FUR PRODUCTS
FARM FRESH EGGS

FRUIT
VEGETABLES

Find us on
Facebook

Kindred, ND

facebook.com/cottonwoodbendfarm
701-371-1060

BRIAN TEBERG

Owner

Phone: 701.277.3255
3201 39th St SW
Fargo, ND 58103

eliteautomotivecenter@gmail.com

5 Boheat.

of Fargo

ADivision of Swanston Equipment

Portable Power

Mason Persons
Sales Specialist

3450 W. Main Ave.

Fargo, ND 58103

701-293-7325

701-566-3

266

701-293-9468
£ mpersons@swanston.com

Bohcat of Fargo
AUTHORIZED BOBCAT DEALER

Www.swanston.com




