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Booth at Home and Garden Show

Eric giving a presentation at Ag in the Classroom
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2020 Achievement Award Winners: Morken Farm from Amenia




Pollinator Planting at Orchard Glen




Dormant Seeding in November

Wind Erosion during May




Seeding with the Great Plains drill
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Tree plant

Applying fabric near Leonard
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Tree Planting in Kindred




Tree planting near Alice

Water Sampling location
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Pocket Prairie in south Fargo




The Presence of Trees

TREES

WRITTEN BY. JEFFREY MILLER

The flutter of leaves in a warm summer breeze. Upright sentinels stopping arctic

windblown snow. A snug place for a raccoon to raise her litier. Cool shade at the

lake place. Trees are many different things to different people, but one thing is
certain. We need trees.

Pre-scttlement, the landscape around Fargo looked much different. Tall

grass prairie stretched to the horizon. The only trees on the landscape
grew in the riparian zones. Riparian zones are areas around water,
such as lakes, rivers and ponds. Along the Red and Sheyenne
Rivers in particular, a variety of native trees grew to great heights
Bur oak, cottonwood, American linden, boxelder, American elm,
among others, stood in stark contrast to the prairic grasses that
dominated the landscape.

In the modern day, cropland has replaced much of the prairic,
and towns and cities dot the landscape. Impervious surfaces,
such as concrete and homes, allow for rainwater and snowmelt
t0 rush towards the rivers and streams, carrying contaminants and

pollutants. In modern urban life,is there any room for conservation?

The answer to that question is a resounding YES! While large-scale
conservation efforts are more obvious, even the smallest of efforts can
have a big impact.

Urban areas benefit greatly by the presence of trees. Typical turfgrass lawns,
without trees, soak up very littl rainfall. Even one mature tree in a I use
thousands of gallons of water cach year. The graceful arching branches provide
cooling shade for homes and businesses. Particulate matter air pollution can
be reduced by trees growing in urban arcas. Some specics of trees can eve

Trees are many different provide fresh fruit.

things to different people,
but one thing is certain
We need trees.

Arguably, more importantly, trees provide a touchstone for nature. Beyond the
swirl of traffic, the crush of humanity, and the steriliy of turfgrass, trees lend a
glimmer of the natural world. Urban wildlife, from birds to squirrels to micro-
organisms and fungus make their home in and on trees. Studies have shown that
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everything from water infiltration, insect and wildlife habitat, and soil health.

Fargo is located smack dab in the
middle of the tallgrass prairic. This
sea of vegetation used to stretch north
south from Manitoba to Texas and
west.cast from the eastern Dakotas
to Indiana. The tallgrass prairic arca
has only been on the landscape for the
last 8,000 years. In that short amount
of time, the prairie has developed into
one of the most diverse ecosystems in
the world, second only to the Brazilian
inforest

Speaking of the Brazilian rainforest,
when I was in elementary school in
the carly 1990s, we learned that the
rainforest was under attack. That was
true, and illegal deforestation of the
rainforest is terrible. However, the
textbooks never mentioned that the
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tallgrass prairie, right outside of our
window, was suffering as well. Native
tallgrass prairie survives on less than
1% of s original range today.

There are a wide variety of reasons for
the reduction of tallgrass prairic, and
it would not be possible to restore it to
its original range. Restoration of even
small areas back to prairie can have an
enormous impact on everything from
water infiltration, insect and wildlife
habitat, and soil health.

Prairic advocates point to the fact that
most of the perennial grass on the
landscape today is not native to the
ccosystem. Found Europe
and Siberia, Smooth brome is a grass
that was introduced to the United

States in the late 1800s. An extremely
aggressive species, Smooth brome
will outcompete the myriad of different
species in a prairie and replace them
with a monoculture. Even worse,
Smooth brome forms a dense sod
that will further reduce biodiv

field full of Smooth brome holds little
value for livestock, wildlife or inscets.
In contrast, the native tallgrass prairic
has a variety of species. 80% of the
biomass would be grass, consisting
of 40 to 60 different spec
remaining 20% would consist of forbs
(also known as flowers), with up to
300 different species!

All hope is not lost for the tallgrass
prairie. It can be restored to its former
glory, and all it needs is landowners

Column on Prairie plants




Pocket Prairie in Fargo




