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Cass County Wildlife Windbreak Planting Initiative
Landowner Name:___________________________________________________
Mailing Address:____________________________________________________

Planting Address:____________________________________________________

Phone Number:______________________________________________________

The Cass County Soil Conservation District has implemented a cost-sharing program for landowners wishing to plant field windbreaks, riparian tree plantings, or wildlife plantings.  The funding will be available on a first-come, first served basis.  The program will provide successful applicants with a 75% cost share, up to $7,500.  All plantings must meet NRCS Standards and Specs to qualify.  The planting plan must be designed by the Cass County SCD.
CCWWPI Contract Conditions:
1. Tree planting plans must be designed by the Cass County SCD

2. Cost share contract must be signed and returned to the Cass County SCD prior to the tree planting

3. All site preparation is the responsibility of the landowner and needs to be completed prior to planting
4. Weed barrier or a weed control plan must be in place for all tree plantings.  Failure to control weeds will result in repayment of cost-share dollars

5. Livestock must be kept out of trees until they are large enough to not be damaged

6. All future maintenance is the responsibility of the landowner

7. Cass County SCD will cost-share on trees, machine tree planting, fabric barrier, and fabric barrier application.  The cost-share will be based on actual costs incurred, and will reimbursed after planting is complete and submission of receipts and 1099 form.  
8. It is the landowner’s responsibility to ensure there are no underground utilities by contacting the OneCall service.

9. The trees must be maintained for a period of 5 years, with at least 80% survival at the end of 5 years.
Best Management Practices for a Successful Planting:
1.  An annual check of dead or weakened trees or shrubs should be undertaken for replacement trees
2. If fabric barrier is used, weeds should be pulled from the tree openings in the fabric a few times a year.  This will ensure the trees don’t have undue competition.
3. It is recommended that trees be watered regularly.  
4. Weed barrier should be inspected each year to ensure it is still tight, and stapled as needed.

Tree Planting:

Attached Tree Plan:  Y  or   N
Township Range Section:

Number of Rows:

Conservation Goal:

Landowner Information:

I agree with all the conditions and guidelines as written in this application form and tree planning plan.  I certify that these lands are owned by me.  I understand that if the planting is not maintained according to the terms of this contract, I will be required to repay the monies cost-shared through the Cass County SCD.  I understand I am responsible for the preparing the land for planting.  I certify that I have read and understood all of the conditions of this contract.

Landowner Signature:____________________________________Date:   _________________
Cass SCD Signature:_____________________________________Date:___________________

Project Completed Date:__________________________________________________________

Checked out Date:_______________________________________________________________

Check Mailed Date:_____________________________________________________________






