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Summer 2016 

Cass County Soil Conservation District 

Conservation News 

Tree of the Quarter 

Nanking Cherry (prunus tomentosa) are win-
ter hardy, fast growing, relatively short-lived 
shrubs. Hailing from China, Japan and the 
Himalayas, they are suitable to Hardiness Zone 
2.  Nanking cherry shrubs are broad spreading 
and densely branched, which tend to become 
fuller with age. The bark is smooth and copper 
colored, often tinged with black. The leaves of 
this lovely deciduous shrub are alternate, dark 
green, and irregularly serrated. The flowers 

open in the spring, and are white or pink. The 
deliciously sweet, tart fruit rarely exceed 1/2” in diameter, and contain 
pits. The fruit is a deep red color, and are softer and more delicate than tart 
tree cherries.  The fruit can be eaten fresh, made into juice, jellies or pre-
serves, or made into a delicate wine or cordial. The fruit is also desired by 
birds, and makes an excellent food source for a variety of species. Nanking 
cherry make an excellent addition to field or farmstead windbreaks, acting 
as a dense hedgerow. They are also a great candidate for ornamental plant-
ings in a landscaped yard, or as part of a small orchard. They grow best on 
slightly drained soils. The Cass County Soil Conservation District Tree 
Store carries this wonderful shrub, and we can include it in a tree planting, 
on the appropriate soil. 

2016 Tree Planting Effort                                      

T he 2016 Tree Planting Effort was blessed with help from Mother Nature to begin the 

season.  With an unprecedented lack of rain days to delay planting, we were success-

ful in planting 242,010 linear feet of tree rows in the County.  Of these, 85% are in the process 

of having weed barrier fabric applied.  Trees were planted under a mix of programs including 

EQIP and CRP, as well as the producer paying the full cost of installation.  We were fortunate to 

have a great crew of seasonal employees this season, with Dan Iwen and Barry Rupprecht re-

turning for their 12th season and Tanner Knutson and Adam Breske finishing their first.  If you 

were unable to get a 

tree planting done in 

2016, but are interest-

ed in putting conserva-

tion on the ground, stop 

by the office today to 

get plans drawn up.  

Depending on the pro-

ject, cost-share may be 

available.   

 



 

 

              

 

July 19th- Board Meeting:  Fargo Field Office 

August 16th- Board Meeting:  Fargo Field Office 

September 13-15th– Big Iron: RRVF 

September 29th– Eco Ed: Brewer Lake 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
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Conservation Quote of the Quarter:  

“Land, then, is not merely soil; it is a fountain of 

energy flowing through a circuit of soils, plants, 

and animals.”  Aldo Leopold 

New NRCS  

District Conservationist 

Hello, my name is Josh Monson and I’m 

the new District Conservationist for the 

Fargo Field Office. I began my career with 

the agency in 2010 in Hettinger, ND as a 

Soil Conservationist.  I then transferred to 

Cavalier, ND as a Soil Conservationist. 

While in Cavalier I accepted the position of 

Designated Conservationist for the Red 

River Valley. I later moved to Kingman, 

AZ to become the District Conservationist 

of Mohave County.  

My college studies began at University of 

Nevada, Reno, from where I transferred 

and completed my degree and minors at 

North Dakota State University. I have 

many family members in and around the 

Fargo area so the opportunity to come 

“home”, even though I grew up in Nevada, 

was such a fortunate opportunity for me.  

I look forward to meeting the farmers, 

ranchers, and wildlife enthusiasts here in 

Cass County and can’t wait to see NRCS 

conservation at work on the land. Please 

swing by and say hello whenever you have 

a chance.  

Summer Tree Care 

A fter the frantic pace of planting in the Spring,  it’s easy to 

sit back during the heat of summer. However, those young 

trees are still in need of attention. The biggest threat to the health of 

newly planted trees during the summer is heat, and the correspond-

ing  loss of water. Ideally, young trees should receive 1” of water 

per week during the summer. When the weather cooperates, sum-

mer rains will provide this moisture. However, during dry spells, 

supplemental watering will help establish a healthy root system.  

Some species are “thirstier” than others, but all need regular mois-

ture during the summer months to prosper. However, the trees 

shouldn’t be overwatered. Saturated soils will also cause problems. 

Geotextile fabric is an excellent way to control weeds on a tree 

planting, but it’s not foolproof. Weeds can, and will, grow up 

through the hole cut for the tree. These weeds will compete with the 

tree for light and moisture. To give the trees the best chance at sur-

vival, weeds should be pulled at regular intervals. Spraying the 

weeds will kill the tree. A pre-emergent herbicide, such as Casoron, 

can be applied in the fall to prevent weed growth the following sea-

son. The District offers a Casoron application service in late fall. 
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P ocket Prairie Initiative is new to District’s Urban Conservation program. The goal of this initiative is to 

restore any unutilized spaces back into its natural prairie state, while providing great aesthetical and envi-

ronmental benefits.  The benefits include reduced runoff, erosion control, increased infiltration, filtering of pollu-

tants, and habitat for wildlife and pollinators. We have developed a planting and maintenance strategy to use along 

with our custom seed mix, which consists of grasses and wildflowers native to Cass County. Targeted areas include 

residential yards, business properties, parks land, city land, and industrial areas. There are no size or acreage re-

straints, your Pocket Prairie may be a small 5’x2’ area within your property or an entire acre or more! The option to 

have an informational sign posted along with the Pocket Prairie, which includes a digital barcode linked to an infor-

mational website, is available. While this website is still developing, it will have more information on Pocket Prai-

ries including a full list of species planted, what wildlife you can expect to see, information on native plantings in 

general, and an interactive map to show where all the Pocket Prairies are sprouting up within the county. This will 

also be where you can register your Pocket Prairie and see it on the map. We currently have three Pocket Prairies 

that have been planted this spring, one of which is at the Red River Valley Zoo! Our goal is to have 10 Pocket Prai-

ries for next year. If you may be interested in installing a Pocket Prairie at your home or place of work, or if you 

have a suggestion of a good location where you would like to see one, please contact Ashley Fisk 701.282.2157 x3 

or ashley.fisk@nd.nacdnet.net. 

Herbicide Drift and Tree Injury 

As the countryside becomes verdant green in the summer, it’s 

hard not to notice some trees that make you think of October.  It’s 

not an early sign of autumn, but rather the result of chemical drift.  

Chemicals can affect trees in 3 ways;  drift of spray particles, 

movement of volatiles, and absorption through the roots.  All tree 

species can be affected by chemicals, but the most susceptible, 

are the more commonly planted boxelder, elm, green ash, hack-

berry, amur maple, paper birch and sugar maple.  There are ways 

to minimize drift and lessen the impact on trees and other non-

target vegetation.  Environmental conditions play a large role in drift.  Herbicide should not be sprayed in windy or gusty condi-

tions, to minimize drift.  Temperature also affects the movement of chemical.  Avoid spraying when the temperature is above 90 

degrees F.  Thermal inversions occur when the air near the ground is warmer than the air above it, keeping the droplets in the air for 

a longer period of time.  Size of droplets also affects the distance they drift.  The coarser the droplets, the less drift will occur.  

Coarse spray nozzles and solid cone or fan nozzles will increase the size of droplets to reduce drift.  The less “hang time” the drop-

lets have, the less drift will occur.  Lowering the boom of a sprayer or flying a spray plane LOW and SLOW.  Overall, the best way 

to avoid injury to non-target trees and vegetation is being aware of your surroundings when spraying.  Ultimately, with the high cost 

of inputs, chemical should be judiciously applied to both reduce side affects and maximize the dollar investment in the crop. 

Pocket Prairie Initiative 



  

     

 

 

Cass County Soil Conservation District 

1665 43rd St S, Suite103 

Fargo ND 58103-3319 

STEWARDSHIP FOR TODAY & TOMORROW 

All programs and services of the Cass County Soil Conservation District are offered on a non-discriminatory basis, without regard to race, color, national origin, reli-

gion, sex, age or handicap.  In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its 

Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national 

origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a 

public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all 

bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.  

This Newsletter Has Been Sponsored By: 

 

Would you like to receive the newsletter 

or other information in your email?  

Email amy.cole@nd.nacdnet.net to be 

put on the list! 


