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2017 Achievement Winner

Tree of the Quarter: Northern Red
Oak

The Northern Red Oak (Quercus rubra) is a
long-lived, deciduous tree that occurs in the
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eastern and central United States. Growing
EQIP Deadline
tall and often exceptionally straight, the Red
Urban Conservation Spotlight Oak has more pointed and less deeply lobed
leaves than a Bur Oak. The acorn’s cap is
Page 3
smooth and scaly, as opposed to the Bur Oak’s
4CP Update
rough cap. Valued for wildlife and timber, the
Grass Seeding Season
Northern Red Oak is marginally hardy in Cass
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County. With protection and care, it makes a
wonderful landscape tree, but planting in long
Sponsor Ads
tree rows with have marginal success.
Tree of the Quarter

2017 Achievement Award Winner
We are pleased to announce that Lyle and Eileen Schultz and Family,
Embden, have been awarded the 2017 Achievement Award. The
Schultz’s grow corn, soybeans, wheat and alfalfa, as well as running cattle. They have worked closely with the 319 Watershed Project to incorporate cover crops and aftermath grazing, as well as a manure management plan. Cover crops are a vital component towards reducing inputs
in their cattle operation, as well as using ethanol byproducts and beet
tailings. In addition, they have reduced tillage on their soybean acres.
Congratulations to
Lyle and Eileen
Schultz and Family
for being named our
2017 Achievement
Winner! They will
be recognized at the
2017 North Dakota
Conservation District’s Convention in
Bismarck.
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EQIP Deadline
The deadline for signing up for consideration for an EQIP contract is November 17th. EQIP offers financial assistance for a number of practices such
as: livestock watering systems, fencing, cover crops, grass plantings, pollinator plantings, windbreak/shelterbelt establishment, windbreak renovations, high tunnels and many other practices. This year, the NRCS
will require a clear path towards a conservation plan prior to entering into a
financial contract. The will ensure the project can be ranked accurately and
the applicable resource concerns are addressed. If you have questions or
need assistance with your plan, stop by the office for help.

The 2018 Tree Order Form is out! Autumn is an excellent time of the year to

take inventory on what trees you need to replace in the spring.
The revamped Online Tree Store will also be live soon, if
you prefer to order in that fashion.

Urban Conservation
It was a busy summer for the Urban Conservation program. We had a record
amount of Pocket Prairies go in this year! Our spotlight project for this season is Liberty Middle School’s xeriscape bird habitat project. We spent a
great deal of time working with Lisa Woodbury’s and Katie Crowdus’s
nearly 300 7th graders on a STEM project. The students learned all about
xeriscaping as well as bird habitats. Groups of students worked together to
come up with their own unique design containing a mixture of native grasses and wildflowers, bird houses, bird baths, and other necessary materials.
Three group’s project proposals were selected, combined, and those students
got to install their design in May.

The District is currently accepting applications for all 2018 urban projects
including pocket prairies, pollinator habitats, retention pond buffers, xeriscapes, and more. If you are interested in planning an urban project for next
year, contact us soon to begin planning and while funding is still available.

Conservation Quote of
the Quarter:
“How can I stand on

the ground every day
and not feel its power?
How can I live my life
stepping on this stuff
and not wonder at it?”
William Bryant Logan
2017 Scholarship
Winner
We are excited to announce
we have awarded the scholarship for the 2017-2018
school year. Jarrett Lardy
has been awarded the
$1,000 scholarship. He
hails from Casselton and is
attending North Dakota
State University.
Jarrett is a junior and is
majoring in Range Science.
His career aspirations include working at a University conducting research
and teaching. He is a repeat winner, having also
won the scholarship last
year.
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Eco-Ed 2017

Grass Seeding Season

The SCD hosted the annual Eco-Ed day at Brewer Lake on
September 22nd. 143 7th and 8th grade students from Central Cass rotated through 5 learning stations. Keith Anderson, NRCS, taught the students about Soils. Tony Peterson,
SCD, informed the pupils on Woodlands. Lucas
Schmiesing, NRCS, handled Prairies. Justin Fisher, NRCS,
instructed on Wetlands, and Eric Dahl, SCD, covered Watersheds. Scrumptious Sloppy Joes were served to the hungry students, and we all enjoyed a beautiful early fall day.
Bryan and Wendy from the Red River Zoo entertained the
pupils with a porcupine, macaw and a bullsnake. We are
already looking forward to next year!

The District put the no-till drills to good use
this season. Utilizing the 15’ Great Plains
and 7’ Tye drill, the crew seeded a variety
of projects. Between the spring and late
summer seeding windows, nearly 600 acres
of Cass County was seeded. A wide variety
of projects were completed, including Conservation Reserve Program plantings, pasture plantings, Pocket Prairies, multispecies cover crops, and perennial grass
between tree rows. Cover crops are becoming a popular management tool, and drilling
them in gives the seeds the best chance to
germinate and improve soil heath. The District would like to thank the producers that
had us seed for them, and look forward to
continuing to help landowners in Cass
County put conservation on the ground in
2018.

Upcoming Events
October 9th– Columbus Day:
Office Closed
October 17th—Board Meeting:
Fargo Field Office
November 10th– Veterans Day:
Office Closed
November 14th-Board Meeting:
Fargo Field Office
November 19-21-NDASCD Convention:
Bismarck
November 23th-Thanksgiving:
Office Closed

The Cass County Cover Crop Project (4CP)
Landowners working with the 4CP planted roughly 2,000
acres of cover crop throughout Cass County this year.
This was the first year of a 2 year project that is funded
through the North Dakota Outdoor Heritage Fund. 4CP is
designed to financially assist producers with the planting
of cover crops by providing cost share on cover crop
seed. Funding is available on a first come, first serve basis, and is available to anyone in the county who has not
previously used the program. We will begin taking applications for the 2018 growing season starting January 1st.
If you have any questions please contact the office.

Cass County Soil Conservation District
1665 43rd St S, Suite103
Fargo ND 58103-3319

STEWARDSHIP FOR TODAY & TOMORROW
All programs and services of the Cass County Soil Conservation District are offered on a non-discriminatory basis, without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age or handicap. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202)
720-2600 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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